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York, Vol. 1: Exercises Connected With the Inauguration of the Rev. Arthur Cushman McGiffert, Ph.D., D.D., LL. D.
As President of the Faculty The inauguration of the Rev. Arthur Cushman McGiffert, as President of the Faculty,
took place on Tuesday, May 14th, 1918, at eleven o clock in the forenoon, in the Chapel of the Seminary. After
the preliminary exercises, Mr. William M. Kingsley, President of the Board of Directors, made the following
statement: On the 13th of November 1917, Arthur Cushman McGiffert was elected to the Presidency of the
Faculty of Union Theological Seminary. A graduate of the class of 1885, for twenty-five years one of its Faculty
and now its senior member, thoroughly familiar with its traditions and completely representative of its spirit, a
distinguished scholar of world-wide reputation, tested and found to be an efficient executive officer, and
personally beloved by all, he was the unanimous choice of the Board of Directors and also of his associates on
the Faculty. A Committee was appointed and steps were taken to provide for proper inauguration ceremonies
in the early part of this year, but, owing to the exigencies of war conditions and at his own suggestion - another
proof of his excellent judgment - it was decided to postpone the inauguration until the present time, combining
it with the regular Commencement ceremonies and making it of a very simple character. Immediately upon his
election to the Presidency, Dr. McGiffert was inducted into office and made the declaration required by the
Constitution. | will now ask him to read the Preamble and in the presence of...
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