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language: English, abstract: The basis for this study is the assumption that there is a shift in power relations to
be observed due to the growing importance of networks online. Following the recent downward spiral of
traditional news media's sales (MarketLine, February 2013) the question is whether those formerly well-
respected news sources are not only losing revenue but also their authoritative position as opinion leaders. .
News content may vary in different countries and social layers but the fact that news has always been a decisive
factor in human interaction also applies - if not even more - to the online world. According to the recent
McArthur report, 58 % of forwarded links in the U.S. are containing a political message - a phenomenon called
'latent capacity' (Jenkins, 2012, p. 12). Newspapers have recognized this potential and created their own pages
on social networks. But is this measure effective Are people still more likely to 'like' and 'share' information
which has been publicized by a supposedly reliable media house or do they trace the information back to its
source by checking the concerning company's, organization's or celebrity's easily accessible facebook page
Moreover, are facebook 'friends' taking over the function of gatekeepers who supply us with information What
is of interest in this respect is where those forwarded links are originating. As Christakis and Fowler unravel in
their study on social networks, those trends do not only spill over from friend to friend, but even more by
traversing several connections such as...
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