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floating about, but it is often rather out of reach; it is to be found in official documents, various periodicals, and
people s memories; my endeavour has been to embody some of it in a convenient and semi-permanent form.
The Blue-books contain a great deal of interesting matter, but they seldom find their way into non-official
hands. They can, of course, be ordered through any bookseller, but booksellers do not keep them on sale, and
the public are unfamiliar with them. The blue covers soon wear out, and all Blue-books, except the very
smallest, are apt to come unsewn, and break in two. The compilers generally write for experts, so far as they
can be said to write for anybody except themselves. They do not begin at the beginning of anything, so to
speak, but take for granted much that the ordinary reader does not know, and consequently they puzzle him.
They are dull, because they have to write in the official language, and with official caution and reticence. They
cannot pass judgment on persons with whom their Department has relations, or utter opinions on any point the
Department regards as controversial. Lastly, the Blue-book is apt to be indigestible, because it contains, along
with matter of public interest, a great deal which is printed merely for administrative purposes. The annual
volumes of the old Education Department used to exhibit glaring examples of this fault. About the Publisher
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