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those who have given much time to the study of Latin poetry and the laws of Latin versification, that the Roman
poet attached not less importance to the form in which his thoughts were cast than to the thoughts themselves,
that he believed it to be just as necessary for the dress to be beautiful and appropriate as for the language it
clothed to be polished and select. It is known, too, that great care in the choice of vocabulary was made
necessary by the limitations imposed by the demands of the verse-rhythm, which absolutely precluded the use
of all words that would not harmonize quantitatively with the metrical structure of the verse, and that, as a
result of this dependence of the language on the form and the consequent diGiculty of selection, higher finish
and greater accuracy were attained. In view of these facts, it is evident that a thorough understanding and
genuine appreciation of the work of the Roman poets can never be the possession of those who choose to
ignore the importance of the form-side. It is worth while to seek to have this intimate knowledge of the poet s
work; the time and labor one must give to such a study are profitably employed. Great pleasure is experienced
in the study of art, and much benefit is derived from it. It is thought to be highly profitable to acquaint one s self
with even the most minute details of the works of the master sculptors and painters and architects. Such
knowledge is considered an important part of a broad and finished...
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